Up from Freedom Project

A Program of Booker T. Washington Empowerment Network, A 501(c )3 Nonprofit Organization
The Booker T. Washington Empowerment Network, BTWEN, was founded to carry on the legacy of the founder’s great-grandfather, Booker T. Washington. Recently BTWEN launched a character education program for inner-city youth, Up from Freedom Project. The program will begin in Oakland, not only because the founder grew up there, but because there is a vast need for positive youth alternatives in Oakland.

Drop out rates among African-American children across the country are skyrocketing. These rates correlate to a rise in black on black murder, crime, incarceration, teenage pregnancy, joblessness, and substance abuse. 

Often, when trying to make sense of this complex reality in the black inner city, it’s said that this destruction continues to exist because there is a lack of positive role models in the community. 

That is why it is important that young people today, especially those at-risk of not completing high school, learn about Booker T. Washington. He is a great example of how our ancestors, who had so much less, were able to achieve so much. He is also a great example of remarkable resilience, inspiration and hope for young people who are looking for a positive alternative to put their hope in. 

Following in the footsteps of Booker T. Washington from slavery to freedom 

Up from Freedom Project connects the past to inspire the future. It begins with a series of weekly coaching and mentoring sessions, which prepare “at-risk” youth to go on a rite of passage journey in the summer, following in the footsteps of Booker T. Washington from slavery to freedom. 
Each place along this historical journey is a national historic site, providing a unique opportunity for these young people to get concrete experience while learning their history. They will also have the unique opportunity to go through the program, and on the trip under the direction of a direct descendant of one of their great ancestors, the great-granddaughter of Booker T. Washington.
Stops along the journey include the plantation where Booker T. Washington was born a slave in Virginia; Hampton University, where he received his formal education; Washington, D.C., where he was the first black invited to dine in the White House. While in D.C. we are scheduled to meet with our congresswoman, Rep. Barbara Lee, and have lunch with Rep. Diane Watson. A request has been made to meet President Obama. Our last stop of course will be Tuskegee University, in Alabama, the school he founded for former slaves and their descendants 16 years after slavery ended.

How you can help make a difference in a young person’s life

The 2010 Freedom Journey is scheduled to take place July 29, 2010 to August 7, 2010. We need support to make it happen. Anything helps – $5, $30, $100, or sponsoring the full cost of one child’s trip, $2,300.00. It all moves us closer to making this historical journey a reality, and changing the life of a child forever. 

If you have already given to this effort, we thank you from the bottom of our hearts. If you haven’t given yet, we invite you to partner with us, and become a part of the solution. 

BTWEN is a 501(c)3 nonprofit organization. To make a tax-deductible donation in any amount, you may contribute through the web site by clicking on the Donate Now button, or you may wish to send a check payable to BTWEN to P.O. Box 3311, San Leandro, CA 94578. Please feel free to call 510-278-1634 for further information.
